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Places to Roam 

The Places to Roam program provides grant funding for the upgrade and 
creation of regional trails, better active transport corridors, community 
gardens, and connective bushland, parks and waterways in Greater Sydney. 

About the program 
The Places to Roam grant program provides 
funding to all Greater Sydney councils for 
projects that create new and improved green 
links and opportunities for people of all ages 
to connect with nature and their community.  

A connected network of green spaces is a 
key part of building great places for people to 
live. It also contributes to more productive, 
sustainable and liveable local communities. 

The program includes support to councils to 
establish or enhance community gardening 
and bushcare schemes.  

The Places to Roam program will be 
delivered under 2 separate programs: 

The Regional Trails program provides 
funding to local councils to upgrade or create 
new walking and cycling links for transport, as 
well as leisure and recreational trips. These 
trails and links  will also improve local 
community wellbeing, sense of place and 
connection with nature.  

The Community Gardens program aims to 
support councils in establishing and 
embedding community garden schemes and 
bushcare in their local community. It also 
provides opportunities for community 
engagement, particularly for older and 
vulnerable people. 
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Regional Trails Program 
Walking and cycling are becoming 
increasingly important recreation and 
transport choices and have some of the 
highest participation levels out of all 
recreation types. Increased opportunities for 
physical activity have been shown to 
contribute significantly to greater health within 
the community and increased quality of life.  

Regional trails help to support a healthier 
environment by providing access to 
recreation and exercise and encouraging 
people to get together. They also provide 
walking and cycling connections between the 
places people live and work and the places 
that people want to visit.  

Funding  
$13 million is available to all Greater Sydney 
councils. 

Match funding is strongly encouraged. 

Eligibility  
The department will publish detailed 
guidelines to inform councils submissions.  
Eligible projects will include:  
• trails and strategic open space linkages, 

including recreational improvements of 
riparian corridors and easements that 
contribute to the delivery of important 
corridors identified in the Greater Sydney 
Green Grid or endorsed local strategic 
planning statements 

• green links that connect to parklands and 
open spaces 

• interpretative signage and public art 
works associated with trails and 
greenspaces 

• recreational trails feasibility studies and 
masterplans. Design services will only be 
funded as part of the delivery of a project. 
Master planning or design services will 
not be funded in isolation. 

• new or upgraded shared paths that 
improve walking and cycling and 
connectivity between open spaces 

• in-house design or project management 
services (subject to approval). 

Timeframes 
Successful projects must be complete by 
December 2023.  
Table 1. Indicative program timeframe 

 

Case study: The Great West Walk 

The Great West Walk is a 65-km walking 
route stretching from Parramatta to the foot of 
the Blue Mountains. Officially opened in 
October 2019, the new walk traverses the 
region’s varied landscape of protected 
Cumberland Plain woodland, local river 
systems, public parklands, Australia’s oldest 
architecture, and some of Western Sydney’s 
most iconic urban landscapes. 
The route forms part of the Greater Sydney 
Green Grid – a network of interlinked 
walkways, cycleways and open spaces 
across Greater Sydney creating green 
connections from people’s homes to local 
centres, to their workplaces and to where 
they spend their leisure time. 

Action Date 

Applications open 15 November 2021 

Applications due  4 March 2022 

Grant assessment  Late March 2022 

Funding agreements 
issued 

Late April 2022 

Project start  May 2022 

Project completion  31 December 2023 
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Throughout 2021–22, more than 26,000 trees 
will be planted to provide shade, beauty and 
cooler temperatures. This will make the Great 
West Walk more comfortable, accessible and 
enjoyable for users, local communities and 
visitors to Western Sydney. 

Community Gardens Program 
The Community Gardens program provides 
funding to local councils for programs that 
help to deliver community gardens, as well as 
bushcare and restoration or enhancement of 
waterways.  

Community gardens are an increasingly 
popular community-based activity for growing 
food collectively and locally. Community 
gardening also gives people an opportunity to 
come together and develop a greater 
understanding of their neighbours and 
community members.  

Similarly, bushcare provides recreation and 
education opportunities for people of all ages 
and abilities in the local community. It’s also a 
great way to stay fit, meet new people, and 
be part of something meaningful, all while a 
making a difference to our local environment.  

Funding 
$2.25 million is available to all Greater 
Sydney Councils. 

Councils can apply for grants of between 
$25,000 to $75,000 per project/program.  

The Community Gardens program will be 
offered on an annual basis. Total funding 
available per year is: 

FY2021–22  $650,000 

FY2022–23 $750,000 

FY2023–24 $850,000 

Eligibility  
The department will publish detailed 
guidelines to inform councils submissions.  

Eligible projects will include: 

• council community garden programs. 
Council must provide evidence of a 
current community garden policy or 
similar framework with its application. 

• bush regeneration projects that protect, or 
improve, natural assets such as native 
vegetation, native animals, waterways, 
wetlands, and soils 

• restoration or enhancement of waterways 
and wetlands 

• in-house design or project management 
services (subject to approval) 

• education, advertising, promotion and 
signage.   

Timeframes 
2021–22 grant recipients must ensure projects 
are well established and underway no later than 
12 months from project approval. 
Table 2. Indicative program timeframe 

Action Date 

Applications open 15 November 2021 

Applications due  4 March 2022 

Grant assessment  Late March 2022 

Funding agreements issued Late April 2022 

Project start May 2022 

Project completion 

 

31 May 2023 
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Case study: Camdenville Paddock 

Community Garden 

Community gardens are places where people 
come together to grow food, create habitat 
and connect with nature and their local 
community. 
The Camdenville Paddock Community 
Garden is part of Camdenville Public School, 
located in Wells Street, Newtown. Through a 
land-use agreement, local residents and the 
school community manage the site. 
The site occupies a generous, almost half-
acre parcel of north-facing land surrounded 
by beautiful trees. 
Producing fresh, locally grown food, the 
Camdenville Paddock creates healthy 
recreational opportunities for residents of all 
ages to meet and work, to till the soil together 
and enjoy the harvest, to share information 
and experiences, and to build strong 
community relationships. 

 

Assessment and application 
process 
An interagency assessment panel of NSW 
Government representatives and external 
experts will assess applications. A probity 
adviser will oversee this. See the program 
guidelines for a full list of assessment criteria. 

Successful applicants must enter into a 
funding agreement with the department. The 

funding agreement will set out the obligations 
of the recipient of the funding, including, but 
not limited to, in relation to monitoring and 
reporting, project completion, and milestones 
and payment.   

Grant recipients must acknowledge the 
funding contribution from the NSW 
Government in all communications and media 
for the project. 

How to get involved 
Applications will open 15 November 2021. 
Eligible applicants can submit applications via 
a SmartyGrants link on the Open Spaces 
Program website.  

Applications will close on 4 March 2022. 

For more information, please see the 
program guidelines and the FAQs available 
on the website in late November.  

Questions 
If you have any questions, please contact the 
Open Space team via email: 
open.space@planning.nsw.gov.au 

 

© State of New South Wales through Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment 2021. The 
information contained in this publication is based on 
knowledge and understanding at the time of writing 
November 2021. However, because of advances in 
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure 
that the information upon which they rely is up to date 
and to check the currency of the information with the 
appropriate officer of the Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment or the user’s independent 
adviser. 

https://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/premiers-priorities/great-public-spaces/open-space/open-spaces-program
https://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/premiers-priorities/great-public-spaces/open-space/open-spaces-program
mailto:open.space@planning.nsw.gov.au

