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James Dagger

From: Andrew Parkinson
Sent: Friday, 25 January 2019 6:52 AM
To: 'mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au'; ' @gmail.com'; Steven Blaney; Carolyn McNally; Marcus 

Ray; Mike Young (DPE-DASP); James Hebron; Alison Frame; Anthea Sargeant; Benjamin Harrison
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox
Subject: Opal Media Clips Friday 25 January 2019

Morning all – just two stories today – as expected the SMH, AFR and Australian are all running the story about ECOVE 
pulling out of the running for the Sirius development. 

The Australian also has a story following up on the news that the NSW Govt (through SOPA) could be liable as 
developed for the Opal site. The paper says the Government could be liable for major defects in four other apartment 
complexes in Sydney Olympic Park, as well as other apartment developments including Green Square (owned by 
Landcom). Minister Kean is quoted in the article saying any Government agency will meet its liabilities. 

Thanks Andrew 

Opal Tower developer abandons Sirius bid  
The developer of Opal Tower has pulled out of the running to redevelop the site of the Sirius public housing 
block in The Rocks. - SMH by Jacob Saulwick, Sarah Keoghan, p12 

Opal Tower developer withdraws from Sirius bid - Financial Review by Su-Lin Tan, p33 

NSW in the gun for apartment defect liabilities 
https://app.meltwater.com/mwTransition?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fnational‐
affairs%2Fstate‐politics%2Fnsw‐in‐the‐gun‐for‐apartment‐defect‐liabilities%2Fnews‐
story%2F14102a852851a6b8457479190901d40c&urlCategories=newsLtd&analytics=false&transitionToken=eyJ0eXAiOiJ
KV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiJ9.eyJob3N0bmFtZSI6Ind3dy50aGVhdXN0cmFsaWFuLmNvbS5hdSJ9.1vY3spCFUUyGhEDyLIBX
g29p‐26pmzXzwzE2oZZbe‐c6TeCw918owAs9OyVpNyuNC5HcZKjScGkzQdfI9fLuVQ 
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Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social 
Communication and Stakeholder Engagement 
320 Pitt St | Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0404 615 596 | Media Unit: 02 9274 6128  
E: andrew.parkinson@planning.nsw.gov.au 
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James Dagger

From: Andrew Parkinson
Sent: Monday, 25 February 2019 10:35 AM
To: 'mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au'; 'J @gmail.com'; Steven Blaney; Carolyn McNally; Marcus 

Ray; Mike Young (DPE-DASP); James Hebron; Alison Frame; Anthea Sargeant; Benjamin Harrison
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox
Subject: Opal Report Weekend Coverage 22-24 February 2019
Attachments: 054W2701.PDF

Hi there – please find below a quick wrap on media from the press conference on Friday – including coverage 
over the weekend. 
 
I’ve also included a media release issued by the Opposition on Saturday regarding what it says is conflicting 
advice on reoccupation – the media release did not get any traction. 
 
Thanks Andrew 
 
 
Opal Tower report (TV on Friday PM) 

 An independent report into Opal Tower found that builders and designers are at fault for problems 
caused by the building's gaping cracks. {4.33pm - Channel 9 Sydney; 4.37pm - Channel Seven 
Sydney; 5.11pm - Channel Ten News Sydney; 6.11pm - Channel 9 Sydney; 6.32pm - Channel Seven 
Sydney; 6.55pm - SBS TV Sydney; 7.11pm - ABC TV Sydney} 

 Minister Kean: “We encourage the residents to get independent legal advice. We already got statutory 
defects, bond schemes in place, and statutory warranty system in place, that means that the builder or 
the developer or the person responsible for the defect will have to put the bill for rectification.” {4.33pm 
- Channel 9 Sydney} 

 Opal Tower Resident Eskander: "No one can prepare for what has occurred here." 
 Professor Hoffman: "As constructed, the design of a number of key elements were not compliant with 

the National Construction Code." 
 Minister Kean: "Clearly, there are issues with the design and construction of this building. It's totally 

unacceptable." 
 Opposition's Daley: "We'll adopt them to make sure that it's built right the first time." {5.11pm - Channel 

Ten News Sydney} 
 Minister Kean: “I'm not going to accept cowboys and shonks operating in NSW doing work and doing it 

negligently.” {6.11pm - Channel 9 Sydney} 
 Professor Hoffman: "...with a high likelihood that damage would occur." 
 Minister Kean: "That means, we can rub out any dodgy practitioners in the industry." {6.32pm - 

Channel Seven Sydney} 
 Minister Kean: "These are major defects that we're talking about and that means that the designer, the 

builders and the developers would have to foot the bill for the ratifications." 
 Minister Kean: "I'm not going to accept cowboys and shonks operating in NSW doing work and doing it 

negligently." {7.11pm - ABC TV Sydney} 
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Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social 
Communication and Stakeholder Engagement 
320 Pitt St | Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0404 615 596 | Media Unit: 02 9274 6128  
E: andrew.parkinson@planning.nsw.gov.au 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

Tania Mihailuk MP 
Shadow Minister for Family and Community Services 
Shadow Minister for Housing  

  

Saturday 23 February 2019  

OPAL TOWER REPORT SAYS ONE THING, BUILDER SAYS 
ANOTHER WHILE GOVERNMENT IS SILENT 

  
Residents have been moved back into the Opal Tower despite yesterday’s expert review recommending 
against this. 
  
Shadow Minister for Planning, Tania Mihaulik, is calling for an immediate explanation from the Berejiklian 
Government.  
  
“We have people reportedly living in a building that a Government report says isn’t ready to be reoccupied. 
What on earth is going on here? And where is the Berejiklian Government on this?” 
  
Yesterday’s Opal Tower Investigation Final Report said the following: 
  

The viability of residents re-entering the building extends beyond the structural issues considered 
and hence beyond the scope of this investigation. Nevertheless, we would recommend that items 9-
11 listed above be completed prior to re-occupation. (page 2) 

  
Items 9-11 make various safety and remediation recommendations which the report says are yet to be 
completed.    
  
However, some residents moved back into the building nearly two weeks ago, after the builder told 
residents that certain units were safe for reoccupation. 
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James Dagger

From: Andrew Parkinson
Sent: Monday, 28 January 2019 8:42 AM
To: 'mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au'; ' @gmail.com'; Steven Blaney; Carolyn McNally; Marcus 

Ray; Mike Young (DPE-DASP); James Hebron; Alison Frame; Anthea Sargeant; Benjamin Harrison
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox
Subject: Opal Tower Media Clips 28 January 2019

Morning everyone, 
Just one story today, syndicated by AAP and covered in the Telegraph and the SMH, and in the Guardian and Australian 
online. The story says ICON will cease food and accommodation payments to 74 unit residents from today after Cardno 
signed off on reoccupation of these apartments.  
Regards, Andrew 
 
 
Opal locals forced to move back 
They still do not know what caused the cracking, but the residents of 74 apartments in the troubled Opal 
Tower will be forced to move back in after the builder announced it would no longer pay their food and 
accommodation.expenses. - Telegraph by Danielle Le Messurier, p12 
 
Opal Tower builder to stop paying for expenses - SMH by Josh Dye, p13 

Some Opal Tower residents refuse to return home as builder stops paying allowance 
https://www.theguardian.com/australia‐news/2019/jan/27/more‐opal‐tower‐residents‐to‐return‐home‐as‐builder‐
stops‐paying‐allowance ‐ GUARDIAN AUSTRALIA 
 
Opal Tower builder stops paying 
https://app.meltwater.com/mwTransition?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fnews%2Fnation%2Fopa
l‐tower‐builder‐stops‐paying%2Fnews‐
story%2Fa17e4472a757c51ec5aba30ce1d24618&urlCategories=newsLtd&analytics=false&transitionToken=eyJ0eXAiOiJ
KV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiJ9.eyJob3N0bmFtZSI6Ind3dy50aGVhdXN0cmFsaWFuLmNvbS5hdSJ9.1vY3spCFUUyGhEDyLIBX
g29p‐26pmzXzwzE2oZZbe‐c6TeCw918owAs9OyVpNyuNC5HcZKjScGkzQdfI9fLuVQ THE AUSTRALIAN 
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Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social 
Communication and Stakeholder Engagement 
320 Pitt St | Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0404 615 596 | Media Unit: 02 9274 6128  
E: andrew.parkinson@planning.nsw.gov.au 
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James Dagger

From: Andrew Parkinson
Sent: Tuesday, 29 January 2019 6:38 AM
To: 'mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au'; 'J @gmail.com'; Steven Blaney; Carolyn McNally; Marcus 

Ray; Mike Young (DPE-DASP); James Hebron; Alison Frame; Anthea Sargeant; Benjamin Harrison
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox
Subject: Opal Tower media clips 29 January 2019

Good morning everyone, just one story today ‐ the Telegraph has been told by ‘a source close to the Opal Tower 
investigation’ that ICON faces a complicated approvals process to get remediation underway. We provided a response 
to questions yesterday. 
 
Thanks Andrew 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social 
Communication and Stakeholder Engagement 
320 Pitt St | Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0404 615 596 | Media Unit: 02 9274 6128  
E: andrew.parkinson@planning.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
 

Subscribe to our newsletter  
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James Dagger

From: Andrew Parkinson
Sent: Thursday, 24 January 2019 5:25 PM
To: 'mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au'; 'J @gmail.com'; Steven Blaney; Carolyn McNally; Marcus 

Ray; Mike Young (DPE-DASP); James Hebron; Alison Frame; Anthea Sargeant; Benjamin Harrison
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox
Subject: RE: Opal Media Clips Thursday 24 January 2019

Hi everyone – breaking news that I am sure we’ll see more of in the morning. 
 
START 
 
Opal Tower developer Ecove has withdrawn from Sirius project 
Updated 24 Jan 2019 — 5:02 PM,  
 
The developer of Opal Tower Ecove has withdrawn from the bid process to redevelop the controversial Sirius public 
housing site at The Rocks. 
 
Ecove's bid with development partner Aoyuan has been shortlisted alongside Sydney eastern suburbs developer RDA 
Property Group, led by former fashion identity Danny Avidan, and JD Capital, a private developer said to be linked to 
one of Vietnam's wealthiest families. 
 
Ecove only has a minority interest in its alliance with Aoyuan. 
 
Aoyuan remains on the shortlist and will vie for the chance to build apartments at the site, tipped to be sold for about 
$120 million to $150 million. 
 
"The Government is evaluating proposals for the Sirius site and has shortlisted a number of proponents," a Property 
NSW spokesman said. 
 
"Ecove was previously a minority member of one of the shortlisted consortia, but has withdrawn from the process." 
 
"The evaluation process is ongoing and yet to be finalised and remains commercial in confidence." 
 
The announcement on which developer had been chosen was due to be announced about a month ago. It is understood 
the NSW government will make an announcement at the end of January. 
 
END 
 
Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social 
0404615596 
 
Media Unit: 02 9274 6128 

 

From: Andrew Parkinson  
Sent: Thursday, 24 January 2019 7:10 AM 
To: 'mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au' <mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au>; 'J @gmail.com' 
<Johncarter126@gmail.com>; Steven Blaney <Steven.Blaney@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Carolyn McNally 
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<Carolyn.McNally@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Marcus Ray <Marcus.Ray@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Mike Young (DPE‐DASP) 
<Mike.Young@planning.nsw.gov.au>; James Hebron <james.hebron@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Alison Frame 
<Alison.Frame@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Anthea Sargeant <Anthea.Sargeant@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Benjamin Harrison 
<Benjamin.Harrison@planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox <mediaunit@planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: Opal Media Clips Thursday 24 January 2019 
 
Morning all – couple of stories running today. 
 
The SMH and Australian are both running the story about Opal developer ECOVE being in the running to win the tender 
to redevelop the iconic Sirius building at The Rocks. An open letter from Sydney stakeholders including the Lord Mayor 
says “such a sale would be a grave mistake and would provoke distrust in government processes.” The story is also 
running on 2GB this morning. 
 
The Australian is running a story on the call by the Association of Accredited Certifiers for reforms to the construction 
sector, saying “the construction sector lacks accountability and fundamental checks and balances”. 
 
Clips on both stories below – have a great day, 
Thanks Andrew 
 
 
Opal developer? You can't be Sirius  
The state government is being urged to block the sale of the prime harbourside Sirius public housing building 
to the developers behind the cracked Opal Tower in Olympic Park. - SMH by Jacob Saulwick, Sarah Keoghan, 
p1, 2 

 Bid to block Sirius sale to Ecove - Australian by Lisa Allen, p6 
 Watchdog seeks urgent construction reforms - Australian by Sam Buckingham-Jones, p6 
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Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social Media 
Communication and Stakeholder Engagement 
320 Pitt St | Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0404 615 596 | Media Unit: 02 9274 6128  
E: andrew.parkinson@planning.nsw.gov.au 
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James Dagger

From: Mark Hoffman <Mark.Hoffman@unsw.edu.au>
Sent: Sunday, 10 February 2019 1:09 PM
To: Andrew Parkinson; 'J @gmail.com'; Steven Blaney; Carolyn McNally; Marcus Ray; Mike 

Young (DPE-DASP); James Hebron; Alison Frame; Anthea Sargeant; Benjamin Harrison
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox
Subject: RE: OPAL media on Building Ministers' Forum proposals - exclusive

Thanks Andrew.  
 

Professor Mark Hoffman FTSE FIEAust 
Dean, UNSW Engineering 
 
UNSW SYDNEY  
NSW 2052 AUSTRALIA 
T: +61 (0)2 9385 4970 
E: mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au 
W: engineering.unsw.edu.au 
FB: facebook.com/unswfacultyofengineering 
 
CRICOS Provider no. 00098G 
 

From: Andrew Parkinson <Andrew.Parkinson@planning.nsw.gov.au>  
Sent: Sunday, 10 February 2019 5:04 AM 
To: Mark Hoffman <Mark.Hoffman@unsw.edu.au>; 'J @gmail.com' <Johncarter126@gmail.com>; Steven 
Blaney <Steven.Blaney@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Carolyn McNally <Carolyn.McNally@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Marcus Ray 
<Marcus.Ray@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Mike Young (DPE‐DASP) <Mike.Young@planning.nsw.gov.au>; James Hebron 
<james.hebron@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Alison Frame <Alison.Frame@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Anthea Sargeant 
<Anthea.Sargeant@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Benjamin Harrison <Benjamin.Harrison@planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox <mediaunit@planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: OPAL media on Building Ministers' Forum proposals ‐ exclusive 
 
Hi all – a quick follow up to let you know Minister Kean held a press conference today and announced reforms in line 
with the Shergold and Weir report – see announcement attached. 
Thanks Andrew 
 
 
 
Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social 
0404615596 
 
Media Unit: 02 9274 6128 

 

From: Andrew Parkinson  
Sent: Sunday, 10 February 2019 7:23 AM 
To: 'mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au' <mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au>; ' @gmail.com' 

@gmail.com>; Steven Blaney <Steven.Blaney@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Carolyn McNally 
<Carolyn.McNally@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Marcus Ray <Marcus.Ray@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Mike Young (DPE‐DASP) 
<Mike.Young@planning.nsw.gov.au>; James Hebron <james.hebron@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Alison Frame 
<Alison.Frame@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Anthea Sargeant <Anthea.Sargeant@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Benjamin Harrison 
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<Benjamin.Harrison@planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox <mediaunit@planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: OPAL media on Building Ministers' Forum proposals ‐ exclusive 
 
Hi all – this is running front page today in the Sunday Telegraph. It appears to be an exclusive from Minister Kean’s 
office / DFSI. I’m checking in with them for lines.  
 
The article says “… Minister Matt Kean is understood to have told the meeting that noncompliance during building of 
the Opal Tower was apparently to blame for its structural defects.” 
 
I’ve included the full article and a Sunday Tele editorial below. 
 
Thanks Andrew 
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Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social 
Communication and Stakeholder Engagement 
320 Pitt St | Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0404 615 596 | Media Unit: 02 9274 6128  
E: andrew.parkinson@planning.nsw.gov.au 
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James Dagger

From: Andrew Parkinson
Sent: Monday, 11 February 2019 12:50 PM
To: 'mark.hoffman@unsw.edu.au';  Steven Blaney; Carolyn McNally; Marcus 

Ray; Mike Young (DPE-DASP); James Hebron; Alison Frame; Anthea Sargeant; Benjamin Harrison
Cc: DPE CSE Media Unit Mailbox
Subject: Property Council on building reforms, reference to Opal Report
Attachments: 042W2000.PDF

Hi there – please find attached a response from the Property Council of Australia to the reforms announced by Minister 
Kean yesterday. Please note the release includes this expectation: 

“No doubt the release of the final report into the Opal Tower will also influence the final design of these reforms and 
will provide an important insight into where the problems occurred in the construction process in that instance.” 

Thanks Andrew 

Andrew Parkinson 
Director Media & Social 
Communication and Stakeholder Engagement 
320 Pitt St | Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0404 615 596 | Media Unit: 02 9274 6128  
E: andrew.parkinson@planning.nsw.gov.au 

Subscribe to our newsletter 

Section 14 Clause 3(a) and Clause 3(b)

5



 

11 February 2019 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Clear, considered reforms critical for a strong building industry  

Building reforms announced by Minister for innovation and Better Regulation Matt Kean on Sunday 
include sensible changes to the construction process and demonstrate a clear and considered plan for 
reforms to the industry, according to the Property Council of Australia.  

The reforms, that include the appointment of a Building Commissioner who will act as the 
consolidated building regulator in NSW, also come as the Building Ministers Forum that met on Friday 
last week agreed to adopt the recommendations outlined in the Shergold Weir report that was 
finalised in February 2018. 

The NSW Government will support the majority of recommendations outlined in the Shergold Weir 
Report. 

Property Council NSW Executive Director Jane Fitzgerald said today that the reforms that have been 
announced seem measured and rightly draw from the recommendations in the Shergold Weir Report. 

“These reforms demonstrate a considered response from the Government and on first impression, will 
introduce sensible changes that will instill community confidence in the industry and will ensure good 
outcomes for our built environment,” Ms Fitzgerald said today. 

“Any reforms that are well designed within the context of existing regulation and legislation and 
respond directly to identified problems in the construction process should be implemented, the 
Property Council supports a nationally consistent and holistic implementation of the Shergold Weir 
Report recommendations.  

“Reforms like those that empower a Building Commissioner’s office to inspect buildings and conduct a 
random compliance audit are welcome and provide an additional level of assurance to the 
construction process. 

“The role of the Building Commissioner must be clarified; it would be a mistake to have a Building 
Commissioner acting as a ‘second approver’ and doubling up on giving the tick to the design plans of a 
building. This would require a huge resourcing commitment, will further slow an already snail like 
planning process and not address the real issue – that being the process of construction rather than 
the final approval of design.”   

Other reforms outlined by Minister Kean include the mandatory registration of workers involved in a 
supply chain before working on a site and banning the making of alterations during construction, 
known as building improvisation.  

“The important thing is to ensure that we get the right outcomes from these reforms – that solutions 
are introduced that strengthen the industry and still foster investment, new growth and local jobs,” Ms 
Fitzgerald said.    

“No doubt the release of the final report into the Opal Tower will also influence the final design of 
these reforms and will provide an important insight into where the problems occurred in the 
construction process in that instance.  



 

“The Property Council will form a taskforce to examine the full detail of these reforms and contribute 
to ensuring we get the right outcomes from this process.”    

Media:  
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