
1

From:

To: DPIE W Regional Water Strategies Mailbox
Subject: Fw: EES Feedback_Draft North Coast RWS
Attachments: NECEWRG_20210503_Group assessment North Coast LOO assessment EES.xlsx

 
 

 

 
Our Vision: Together, we create thriving environments, communities and economies 
The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment acknowledges that it stands on Aboriginal land. We acknowledge the traditional 
custodians of the land and we show our respect for elders past, present and emerging through thoughtful and collaborative approaches to our 
work, seeking to demonstrate our ongoing commitment to providing places in which Aboriginal people are included socially, culturally and 
economically. 
 

 
Could you add this to the submissions we received for the North Coast, please? 
 
Thanks 
 

 

Please find attached collated feedback from EES re the draft North Coast Regional Water Strategy for your 
consideration. 
In addition to option specific feedback a couple of further considerations suggested by EES include; 
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 Planning for land use pressures on coastal groundwater resources: The Far North Coast and South Coast 
include the option “Planning for land use pressures on coastal groundwater resources”. This option should 
be considered in the North Coast and could be done in conjunction with North Coast Options 9, 19 and 20. 

 Solitary Island Marine Park: Several estuaries in the North Coast fall within the SIMP. The RWS should 
explicitly consider the Solitary Islands Marine Park (SIMP) and how options, particularly those that will 
impact estuary water quality and flows, will impact on the SIMP. An option to explicitly protect the SIMP 
may also be of value. 

 ICOLLs: There are several options that may impact ICOLLs. Reduced freshwater flows can significantly impact 
water quality, geomorphology, entrance opening regimes of ICOLLs and the health and extent of key fish 
habitat including mangroves, saltmarsh and seagrass. NRC audit reports for WSPs in the North Coast 
reference the importance of protecting ICOLLs. Any option with the potential to impact ICOLLs should be 
explicitly stated, whether potentially positive (option 22) or negative (option 14). 

 Monitoring, evaluation and reporting: In line with Option 29, it is worth introducing an option to develop 
and implement a comprehensive large-scale monitoring, evaluation and reporting framework and plan. NRC 
audits are recognising non-compliance and lack of continuous, comprehensive MER in many WSP audits. 
There is an opportunity to create a comprehensive MER (may link also to LTWP – Option 18), that will feed 
into several other options along with improving the WSP implementation and monitoring. It may link to 
existing MER programs. 

Kind regards, 

Please note that I am currently working from home and can be contacted on my mobile, email or via skype/Microsoft teams call 
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