
Floodplain harvesting measurement in practice

What has the NSW Government already done?

NSW Government released the Floodplain Harvesting 
Measurement Policy in 2020. It is a blue print for 
measuring and monitoring floodplain harvesting. 

What is the NSW Government doing? 

NSW has made significant progress implementing 
the Measurement Policy, including:

• establishing, with Irrigation Australia Limited, 
a specific qualification for installers of floodplain 
harvesting measurement equipment

• establishing a facility to test floodplain harvesting 
measurement devices and publishing a list of 
suitable floodplain harvesting measurement devices 

• upgrading its existing telemetry system 
to receive data from floodplain harvesting 
measurement devices.

What happens next?

Amendments to the Water Management (General) 
Regulation 2018 are required to ensure that the 
Floodplain Harvesting Measurement Policy is 
legally enforceable.

The Floodplain Harvesting Measurement Policy’s 
guiding principles are that measurement is:

Accurate Auditable Tamper proof

The future of accurate, auditable and tamper proof measurement explained

All metering 
equipment must 
be validated by 
a duly qualified 
person (DQP).

All equipment 
needs tamper 
evident seals.

A local intelligence device 
securely records and 
transmits data via telemetry.

A survey benchmark 
ensures meters  
are calibrated.

Backup 
measurement 
device in case the 
primary meter fails.

Water stored from a floodplain 
harvesting event is calculated 
based on comparing the 
volume of water in the storage 
to the volume of water after 
the event.

A storage meter 
measures the water 
depth. These are specific 
meters for floodplain 
harvesting measurement.

Water users and government 
agencies have near real-time 
access to water take data.


